944 hatch glass repair

Author: Jim Demas <JDemas@earthlink.net>
Hatch Reseal Procedure
I have seen posts regarding help on subjects such as rebonding the rear hatch frame to 
the glass. I will outline here what I have used in many concours restorations. 
The procedure is almost the same as for setting bonded windshields... and uses the same 
material... a super strong isocyanate urethane bonding caulk from 3M. 3M claims that it 
"Exceeds OEM strength requirements." They are truly not kidding. I have used this stuff 
for precisely these two uses... and a word of caution is on order at this point... it is 
the strongest pliable sealant around. Unbelievable stuff... as you cannot tear a dried 3
inch long piece from the cartridge nozzle later. 
Make sure that you put it where you want it before it dries... it is tremendously tough 
stuff... and very hard to remove from improper areas once cured! 
What is it? 3M "Window-Weld Primerless Super Fast Urethane Auto Glass Sealant." It is 
part #08609... and comes in a cartridge gun tube of 10 fl. oz. (295.7ml). It is made by 
their Automotive Trades Division... and is sold by companies who supply body shops and 
auto glass shops (almost all auto paint wholesalers carry it). One tube is sufficient for 
one hatch, with a little left over. 
Directions... 
1. The bonding surface on the frame (or in the case of windshield, the pinchweld) should 
be clean and dry (remove dirt and as much of the old sealant as possible). A heat gun may 
ease removal of the old sealant. 
2. Prime any bare metal with 3M Super Fast Urethane Primer, Part #08608
3. Clean glass with 3M Glass Cleaner, part #08968. Windshields (or rear windows) that do 
not have a black ceramic band on the perimeter (to hide the sealant) will require priming 
with 3M Super Fast Urethane Primer, part #08608, for UV protection of the bond (this is 
one reason why the bond fails in many of the hatch frame separations).
4. With sealant cartridge in a cartridge gun, and the nozzle cut to the desired bead size 
you wish (1/4" is preferable)... apply the sealant to the frame (if a windshield)... or 
to the glass(if a hatch... you can apply it to the frame if you wish... whatever is 
easier for you). 
5. Position the glass or the frame onto the surface which has had the sealant put on 
it... place in final location... and gently press for proper fitting. You may paddle the 
sealant around the edges if desired. 
6. Clean up using 3M General Purpose Adhesive Cleaner (great for removing old decal and 
pinstriping glue residue, too)... part #08984 or 08986. 
7. Let cure. Higher temperature and humidity makes the sealant cure faster... lower cures 
slower. Though it firms up in a few hours and sooner than this... 24 hours is a good 
timeframe for proper curing. If you can... give a hatch 48 hours before using to give it 
the extra strength of a very full cure. The hatch is a very stressed unit... much more 
than a windshield (remember: a windshield sits on the glue... the hatch does just the 
opposite). Avoid reconnecting the hatch struts for as long as you can bear. 
8. You are now done! And you have fixed the windshield or hatch as good as new or better. 
This stuff is amazingly strong and tough. - Jim Demas
